Philippians 4:18-19
[18] But I have received everything in full and have an abundance; I am amply supplied, having received from Epaphroditus what you have sent, a fragrant aroma, an acceptable sacrifice, well-pleasing to God. [19] And my God will supply all your needs according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus.
Main purpose in this section is to show appreciation to the Philippian church
I rejoiced greatly in the Lord that at last you renewed your concern for me. Indeed, you were concerned, but you had no opportunity to show it. I am not saying this because I am in need, for I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances. I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want. I can do all this through him who gives me strength.
Yet it was good of you to share in my troubles. Moreover, as you Philippians know, in the early days of your acquaintance with the gospel, when I set out from Macedonia, not one church shared with me in the matter of giving and receiving, except you only; for even when I was in Thessalonica, you sent me aid more than once when I was in need. Not that I desire your gifts; what I desire is that more be credited to your account. I have received full payment and have more than enough. I am amply supplied, now that I have received from Epaphroditus the gifts you sent. They are a fragrant offering, an acceptable sacrifice, pleasing to God. 
And my God will meet all your needs according to the riches of his glory in Christ Jesus.
He wants to acknowledge the gift that the Philippian church has graciously given. He wants to let them know how much it meant for him, and that their gifts have accomplished much. He’s reassuring them that their gifts were well-used. 
· Like a missionary giving a report, if we were to buy a van for Kelley
· Probably send a photo or a video
· And share what kind of fruit this is bearing
· He says, your gifts have supplied all my needs! I have more than enough. 
~~~
Let’s follow the text. Two points from each verse. 
Philippians 4:18
But I have received everything in full and have an abundance; I am amply supplied, having received from Epaphroditus what you have sent, a fragrant aroma, an acceptable sacrifice, well-pleasing to God.
This verse is like a receipt. Similar language was used in business settings. Epaphroditus did what you have sent him to do, and it has been a great help. 
Two observations:
1) How we use our money has spiritual significance. 
How we use our money can be a fragrant offering to God, pleasing and acceptable to Him. We have an opportunity to please God through what we do with our money. 
That’s good! Don’t you want to please God? Our heavenly Father? Our King. Here’s a easy, surefire way to please God - give to those in need!
Think of all the money you have. Maybe we can separate our usage of money into three categories:
1) Neutral spiritual significance
a) Daily necessaties
b) Rent, food, services, savings, etc
c) Most of our usage will fit into this category
i) I don’t think we’re meant to pray and think so deeply about every dollar and that’s OK
d) God is generally pleased with us providing for ourselves, providing for our families, paying for things on time. 
2) Negative spiritual significance
a) Selfish hoarding. Refusing to give. Giving into the Spirit of Mammon! A fragrant offering to Mammon. 
b) Spending on bad things. Sinful things. Bribes. Sinful habits.  
c) Spending for self-centered reasons: impressing people, showing off, obsession with luxury brands
d) You need to go before God
3) Positive spiritual significance
a) Storing up treasures in heaven
b) Fragrant offering, acceptable sacrifice, pleasing to God
c) Giving to God, providing for those in need, sacrificing something for others
We should examine how we use our money. Are we pleasing God with the way we use our money? 
Talk about the local outreach opportunities. Both time and money. 
· Shanti (Dec 16)
· St. Barnabas (happening today at 2:30pm)
· Ling Oi (Dec 9)
· Ling Oi Christmas gift exchange
· $100
· Must bring before Thursday
· Must email Tim today
2) Being “amply supplied” is not just about material provision; it’s also a mindset. 
Paul is under house arrest. Chained to a Roman guard. Can’t work. Has to rely on outside help to provide for himself. Doesn’t know when he will be released. 
But he confidently proclaims - I have more than enough. I am amply supplied (fully supplied, filled). 
According to a typical, natural, worldly standard, Paul is not amply supplied. Nowhere near. He is lacking a lot of things. Freedom, comforts, security, privacy, etc. But Paul’s mindset, as we read a few weeks ago - I am content in all circumstances. I am doing fine! Don’t worry about me. 
Material provision is important, for sure. But it’s also a mindset. How do you perceive your current situation? 
Poverty spirit
· Goes beyond material possessions
· You could have plenty, yet never feel amply supplied
· Filled with worry and fear
· Feeling like you can never spend money or be generous
Story about my dad
· Always not worried
· As a full-time missionary
· Matthew 6:33
· Full confidence in God’s faithfulness and provision
· We are amply supplied! 
· When he first started his mission work in HK - writing the mission support letter
I would like to go beyond material things, and apply it to other ways we feel often feel inadequate: ability, gifting, anointing. 
· As a parent, as a leader, as a student, as a volunteer
· Amply supplied. Fully supplied. 
· Either we hear that that think, YES! I am fully supplied. Thank you God!
· Or we hear that and we think, ah man, I definitely don’t feel like I’m fully supplied. I definitely don’t feel like I have everything I need to serve God, to bear fruit, to serve, to lead, to give in this capacity. 
· But maybe you ARE fully supplied with everything you need to serve God (time, money, abilities, passion, etc). We may not FEEL fully supplied, but in God we are. 
Philippians 4:19
And my God will supply all your needs according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus.
In this verse, I believe Paul’s doing two things. First, Paul is teaching them a principle about giving - When you give and provide for others, God will give back to you and provide for you. 
Second, Paul is expressing his desire to reciprocate their kindness and generosity. 
· It would be normal, in a reciprocal culture, when you’ve received something, you would give something back in return. NOT in an exacting manner, but a it’s a gracious way of doing relationship. 
· In our context, it would be something like - next time, it’s on me! I got you, next time you’re in prison. 
· Experience of going to quarantine camp, and just wanting to pay it forward whenever we heard of other people going into quarantine. 
· But Paul is not in a position to be able to give anything back. But he’s trusting God to reciprocate their generosity in his place. 
3) We can never outgive God! 
2 Corinthians 9:7-8
Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work.
Luke 6:38
Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.”
4) Let’s be a community that gives and reciprocates well
How does God provide for his children? 
· We hear of miracle stories and that’s kind of what we hope for, but generally, more often, I believe God uses natural means - your community, your friends, your brothers and sisters
· My story of traveling through Europe after DTS
· Numbers 11:23 - The Lord answered Moses, “Is the Lord’s arm too short? Now you will see whether or not what I say will come true for you.
· Hoping for a miracle
· But it came through my friend, who basically paid for everything for me
How do we become a community that does this well? 
Of course, we must be willing to give and be generous (I think we are).
But we must also be willing to ask for help.
· Maybe harder than being generous and giving
· It’s a step of vulnerability: showing our weakness, revealing our need, “I actually don’t have it altogether”
[Not just about money… could be time, could be friendship, could be guidance]
And we must reciprocate well.
· We see Paul’s heart, his desire to reciprocate. Even though he couldn’t do it materially, he does what he can:
· He writes a letter to express his gratitude and to let them know the gift is being used very well
· he blesses them, he prays for them
· and he worked tirelessly for the gospel
· For Paul, his response to their generosity was to continue doing his best in his ministry, to ensure their gift was not wasted. 
· For my family, it was to pay it forward to others in quarantine
Let’s reflect on how we have been blessed by others in our church, and think - how can I reciprocate their kindness, their generosity, their service? 
· SPKids teachers
· Welcome team
· Worship team
· AV team
· HC leaders
Recap
1) How we use our money has spiritual significance. 
2) Being “amply supplied” is not just about material provision; it’s also a mindset. 
3) We can never outgive God! 
4) Let’s be a community that gives and reciprocates well
